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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The references cited in tine Searcli Report 01/12/2005 liave been considered, but 
will not be listed on any patent resulting from this application because they were not 
provided on a separate list In compliance with 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(1 ). In order to have the 
references printed on such resulting patent, a separate listing, preferably on a 
PTO/SB/08A and 08B form, must be filed within the set period for reply to this Office 
action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 -7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Lindqvist (US 6,247,249). Lindqvist discloses all the limitations as claimed including the 
following: providing a shoe insert (1 1) disposed inside the shoe (Figures 2-4), the shoe 
insert having an upper leg (12) and a lower leg (36) connected by a front end (at 29, 30) 
with an attachment segment, the upper leg having an upper concave segment (see 
Figures 1 and 7), the upper leg having an upper end point (16) and a lower leg having 
lower end point that (40) is separated from the upper end point by a distance (see figure 
1 ), the insert having an effective length (from end points of legs to their connection 
point); putting a first load on the shoe and the insert (using the shoe having the insert); 
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compressing the upper end point towards the lower end point until the upper concave 
segment is in contact with the lower concave segment of the lower leg at a contact point 
is being remote from the attachment segment at the front end so that a loop is formed 
between the attachment segment and the contact segment (see Figures 1 and 7), the 
contact segment being remote from both the upper and the lower end points; and the 
upper concave segment being pressed against and facing the lower concave segment; 
bending the attachment segment until a contact point is formed when the upper 
concave segment comes into contact with the lower concave segment; putting a second 
load on the shoe and the insert, the second load being substantially greater than the 
first load; bending the upper leg and the lower leg at the contact point to form a contact 
segment that extends from the contact point towards the upper and lower end points 
and terminates at a separation point to progressively increase a stiffness of the upper 
and lower legs; the contact segment reducing the effective length to an effective length, 
the length extending from the contact segment to the upper and lower end points. 
4. Claims 1-7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
either one of Herr et al. (US 6,029,374) or (US 5,701 ,686). Only reference to Herr et al. 
'374 will be discussed but one of ordinary skill in the art can apply the same reasoning 
to Herr '686). Herr et al. '374 discloses all the limitations as claimed including the 
following: providing a shoe insert (Figure 2) disposed inside the shoe (included in 
disclosure "for use with a she"), the shoe insert having an upper leg (17) and a lower leg 
(15) connected by a front end (10) with an attachment segment, the upper leg having an 
upper concave segment (see Figure 2), the upper leg having an upper end point (at 13) 
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and a lower leg having lower end point that (at 13) is separated from the upper end 
point by a distance (see figure 2), the insert having an effective length (from end points 
of legs to their connection point); putting a first load on the shoe and the insert (using 
the shoe having the insert); compressing the upper end point towards the lower end 
point until the upper concave segment is in contact with the lower concave segment of 
the lower leg at a contact point is being remote from the attachment segment at the 
front end so that a loop is formed between the attachment segment and the contact 
segment (curved front end, see Figure 12), the contact segment being remote from both 
the upper and the lower end points; and the upper concave segment being pressed 
against and facing the lower concave segment; bending the attachment segment until a 
contact point is formed when the upper concave segment comes into contact with the 
lower concave segment; putting a second load on the shoe and the insert, the second 
load being substantially greater than the first load; bending the upper leg and the lower 
leg at the contact point to form a contact segment that extends from the contact point 
towards the upper and lower end points and terminates at a separation point to 
progressively increase a stiffness of the upper and lower legs; the contact segment 
reducing the effective length to an effective length, the length extending from the 
contact segment to the upper and lower end points. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Shown are shoe systems analogous to applicant's instant 
invention. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jila M. Mohandesi whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4558. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-4:00 (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on (571 ) 272-4562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Jila M Mohandesi/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3728 
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